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Maine Power Reliability General Project Description 
 
The Maine Power Reliability Program (MPRP) is a Central Maine Power Company (“CMP”) 
program to upgrade Maine’s bulk power system.  The vast majority of Maine’s bulk power 
transmission system was placed into service in the early 1970s and is now reaching the limits of 
its ability to meet the growing electrical demand of Maine customers.  Since the last major 
transmission infrastructure was completed more than 30 years ago, the patterns of both available 
generation and customer load have shifted significantly.  For example, population has become 
more concentrated in the southern part of the state, while the generation needed to serve that load 
is now more distant and dispersed.  When these changes are combined with increasing peak 
demand, the current transmission infrastructure in Maine will, in very few years, become 
inadequate and unsafe.  In addition, the reliability and security standards mandated by law and 
administered by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), the Northeast 
Power Coordinating Council, Inc. (NPCC), and ISO New England (ISO-NE) have changed 
significantly in recent years.  CMP must upgrade its bulk power system with this proposed 
project to meet the mandatory standards and to provide reliable electric service to Maine 
customers into the future.  In all, the MPRP will encompass 80 Maine towns and will require 
approvals from the Maine Public Utilities Commission, The Army Corps of Engineers, the 
Maine Department of Environmental Protection, and numerous municipalities. 

Project Description for the Town of Minot 

CMP’s proposed project in the Town of Minot consists of re-rating approximately 3.7 miles of 
an existing 115 kV transmission line (Section 61A) that runs along the Minot and Auburn 
municipal boundary. Re-rating generally involves modifications to existing transmission lines at 
various locations to correct additional “line sag” that may result from operating the line at a 
higher electrical capacity (not at higher volts). Re-rating of Section 61A will likely include one 
or all of the following: replacing certain H-frame structures, adding height to other structures 
(usually no more than 10 feet), and replacing the conductors (wires) at various locations.  Section 
61A will remain in its current location. 
 
There will be no new permanent roads or driveways associated with the project, other than the 
use of CMP-maintained access points and temporary access ways suitable for use during the 
construction phase and for routine and urgent maintenance by its own vehicles.  Access to the 
project area will be primarily from public roads. 
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

Transmission Line Corridor on Topo Maps, Sensitive Habitat, and 
Hydrographic Features
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EXHIBIT 2 
 

Abutting Landowner and CMP Deed Reference Table 
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EXHIBIT 3 
 

Central Maine Power Company 
Environmental Guidelines for Construction and Maintenance  

Activities on Transmission Line 
and Substation Projects  

 


